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SUBMITTED DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST OF ENGLAND

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

STATEMENT BY THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

(i) Is the evidence base for Table 7.1 sound? Should the proposed settlement hierarchy be reassessed, and should a consistent approach be adopted toward the identification of Key Service Centres? 

The Environment Agency does not have any opinion on the methodology used to assess key service centres or the soundness of the current settlement hierarchy.  

However, if a different method is agreed, this could affect some of the ongoing work on waste water treatment capacity (see detailed comments on Matter 6A (iv)).  Current KSC’s as identified within RSS, structure plans and local plans have been used to inform development of a scenario which breakdowns the district level figures further to assess their potential impact on certain waste water treatment works (please see Library reference SDL/EA/06).  

