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3.
Matter 2C: Locations for Development

 (1)
Is the evidence base for Table 7.1 sound?  Should the proposed settlement hierarchy be reassessed, and should a consistent approach be adopted toward the identification of Key Service Centres?

3.1.1
Preston Vision believes that Preston should be identified in the settlement hierarchy in RDF1 and Table 7.1 and that Preston should be defined as a Regional Centre within the Central Lancashire City Region (CLCR) (in line with the Regional Economic Strategy (RES)).  This would ensure consistency with Manchester/Salford and Liverpool, which are defined as the Regional Centres within their respective city regions.   
3.1.2
The current RSS includes spatial development policy SD3, which provides guidance for key towns and cities outside the North West Metropolitan Area and recognises the roles of key regional cities, including Preston, as key gateways to the region.  However, the submitted draft RSS includes these key cities within a second tier of 28 centres and provides no clarification of their special roles.

3.1.3
Preston Vision believes that the settlement hierarchy should be amended to include:

· Regional Centres – Manchester/Salford, Liverpool and Preston;

(2)
When, and in what circumstances will there be a need for a review of the Green Belt?

3.2.1
Preston Vision believes that RSS should clarify the precise meaning of ‘small scale boundary changes to the extent of Green Belt’ within policy RDF5, as the definition is not clear.  Before 2011 there could be a requirement for a limited review of the green belt area between the northern urban areas of South Ribble and Preston city centre, for regeneration and economic purposes.  This is particularly in relation for the RiverWorks project, a transformational project of regional importance, identified as a priority within the Preston Economic Regeneration Strategy and Lancashire Economic Strategy. This project would help to unify the urban area of Preston rather than forming an artificial barrier based on the current local authority boundaries. Although a limited review could be facilitated through the LDF process, there is a requirement for the principle to be included within RSS.
Word Count : 361
VB RSS preEIP stmt matter 2C spac strat - 02.10.06
2

