BLACKPOOL COUNCIL

  RESP397 

        MATTER 2C and 2D

REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY – EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

STATEMENT BY BLACKPOOL COUNCIL (RESP397) 

MATTER 2:
SPATIAL STRATEGY

Matter 2C: Locations for Development

 (i)
Is the evidence base for Table 7.1 sound? Should the proposed settlement hierarchy be reassessed, and should a consistent approach be adopted toward the identification of Key Service Centres?

2.12
It is considered that the evidence base for Table 7.1 – Settlement Hierarchy with 

respect to the Regional Centres and Regional Towns and Cities is sound.  

However as set out in our statement under Matter 9 it is essential to clarify what 

the urban extent of the towns and cities is, otherwise there will be a policy deficit 

for Local Planning Authorities.  For example settlements such as Fleetwood and 

Cleveleys in Lancashire are excluded form Table 7.1 as they do not appear in the 

list of Key Service Centres.  Historically and because of the urban form these 2 

settlements have been included under Blackpool as part of the wider urban area 

of Blackpool.  Such clarification is necessary to ensure appropriate policy is 

developed within the emerging LDFs.

2.13
This Council’s concerns over the categorisation of Key Service Centres and the relationship of this policy to the role of such settlements in the sub regional 

frameworks has been articulated in our representations to the Submission draft 

and in our statement under Matter 9A.  This Authority remains concerned that 

addressing the role of Key Service Centres under Section 7 - Regional Spatial 

Framework may not be responsive enough to fully reflect the different roles of 

smaller centres within their sub-regions.

(ii) When, and in what circumstances will there be a need for a review of the

     Green Belt? 
2.14 In our representations to the Submission Drat RSS, Blackpool Council raised issues regarding Green Belt and the future operational requirements of Blackpool Airport.  Reference was made in our representation to various studies that were being undertaken with respect to the future role of the airport.  It would appear form these studies that significant change to the green belt is not envisaged.  However this Authority would welcome further clarity on the interpretation of what constitutes ‘strategic’ in Policy RDF5.  The extent of green belt at Blackpool Airport is not extensive therefore the interpretation of ‘strategic’ is crucial to the implementation of this policy.

Matter 2D: Rural Issues

(i)
Are rural issues, including the development needs of small towns, adequately addressed in the draft RSS?

2.15
Blackpool Council has no specific comments to make on this issue but refer the Panel to our comments on Matter 2C and Matter 9A. 
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