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STATEMENT BY THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

	Matter 2C: Locations for Development

	(i)
	Is the evidence base for Table 7.1 sound? Should the proposed settlement hierarchy be reassessed, and should a consistent approach be adopted toward the identification of Key Service Centres?

	1
	Table 7.1 identifies Manchester/Salford and Liverpool as regional centres; this represents a continuation of the approach under RPG13 and is supported by the Agency. However, in its formal consultation response the Agency has suggested that for greater consistency with the RES (specifically Action 54), Preston should be identified as the North West’s third regional centre. 

	2
	Planning Policy Statement 11 (PPS11, Core Document PP11) advises, at paragraph 1.5 that RSS should ‘confine itself matters of genuine regional and, where appropriate, sub-regional importance’ and, in our formal consultation response we have questioned the need for RSS to identify key service centres. 

	

	(ii)
	When, and in what circumstances will there be a need for a review of the Green Belt?

	1
	Planning Policy Statement 2 (PPG2, Core Document PP2) states at paragraph 2.1 that ‘the essential characteristics of green belts is their permanence. Their protection must be maintained as far as can be seen ahead’. Paragraph 2.2 adds that ‘Regional and strategic planning guidance set the framework for Green Belt policy and settlement policy, including the direction of long term development’.  

	2
	At the present time, the Agency is not aware of any evidence of need for a strategic review of the Green Belt within the region. There may, however, be occasions where it is necessary to consider the need for localised changes to the Green Belt.  Any such changes would of course have to be justified on the basis of exceptional circumstances in accordance with national guidance in PPG2.
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	3
	We consider the timescales proposed within Policy RDF5 to be broadly correct. 

	4
	The need for any review of Green Belt boundaries within the region would be flagged up, in the first instance, through the RSS Annual Monitoring Report and LDF Annual Monitoring Reports prepared by local planning authorities. 
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