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NW RSS EIP - Matter 2C: Locations for Development

(i) Is the evidence base for Table 7.1 sound? Should the proposed settlement hierarchy be reassessed, and should a consistent approach be adopted toward the identification of Key Service Centres?
See our Briefing Paper no. 6 and our Statement on Matter 2D: Rural Issues.
(ii) When, and in what circumstances will there be a need for a review of the Green Belt?

Context

· Planning Policy Guidance Note 2: Green Belts

· Government policy is that the amount of land designated as Green Belt should be maintained or increased in every region (compared to a 2003 baseline)

GONW Views

The need for a review of the Green Belt in NW England to consider any exceptional strategic change to the Green Belt will be influenced by future growth rates (on which GONW has commented elsewhere (Statement on Matter 1C), and investment, development and regeneration proposals, together with urban capacity.

GONW considers that there is insufficient clarity in Policy RDF5 between “exceptional substantial strategic change” to the Green Belt and “exceptional small scale detailed boundary changes” to the Green Belt. The lack of clarity is both exemplified and compounded by paragraph 7.21, which cites examples of potential small-scale boundary changes, whereas GONW considers that these examples could be described as “substantial” and “strategic”, in terms of potential scale and/ or impact. The lack of clarity leads to ambiguity in interpretation, and confusion. 

Suggestions to address GONW concerns

PPG2 makes clear that RSS should set the framework for the Green Belt and for long-term development, and only address issues of regional and strategic importance. With the need for any exceptional detailed boundary changes to the Green Belt falling to be examined through the Local Development Framework process, GONW considers that draft RSS should be amended as follows:

· omitting the references to “substantial” in Policy RDF5

· omitting the last sentence of Policy RDF5 and the whole of paragraph 7.21.
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