Respondent Number 585

Matter 2B: City Regions 


SUBMITTED DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST OF ENGLAND

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

STATEMENT BY THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

(i) Does the City Region approach adequately address the different pressures and needs of the various parts of the region or are there alternative sub-regional approaches, which better reflect these needs and pressures?

Should there be greater clarity about:

(a) The geographic extent of the three city regions;

(b) The broad scale of development they should accommodate; and

(c) Their role in relation to each other and to towns beyond the city regions such as Carlisle and Crewe?
There is an opportunity for a sub-regional approach to be used to better address environmental and infrastructure issues which are emerging within the City Regions. 

In reply to Matter 2B (i) sub questions:

(a) There should be greater clarity about the geographic extent of all of the sub-regions proposed within RSS.  This will allow a better understanding of the impacts of growth within them.  More clearly defined boundaries will also feed better into infrastructure planning, as these requirements can span administrative boundaries, especially waste water treatment capacity which relies on a clear understanding of where growth is likely to go in relation to sewage drainage catchment boundaries.

(b) The broad scale of development the city regions and sub-regions should accommodate needs to be identified.  The related infrastructure needs to be identified and any critical infrastructure requirements need to be planned and implemented.  

(c) The Environment Agency has no comment on this issue.  

