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MATTER 2

SPATIAL STRATEGY

Matter 2B: City Regions
(i) Does the City Region approach adequately address the different pressures and needs of the various parts of the region or are there alternative sub-regional approaches, which better reflect these needs and pressures?

Should there be greater clarity about:

a) the geographic extent of the three city regions;

b) the broad scale of development they should accommodate;

c) their role in relation to each other and to towns beyond the city regions such as Carlisle and Crewe?

1) The role of the regional towns and cities in the City Regions is to secure urban regeneration and economic growth that is complementary to the Regional Centres.  The role of the regional towns and cities outside the City Regions is less clear regarding supporting development that will enhance their role.  Whilst it appears that Policy RDF1 is advocating that development should support “a balanced network of strong and distinctive urban centres”, the relationship between these regional centres and closely related key service settlements is not recognised. 

2) There is clearly a role for key service settlements to support growth that is complementary to the regional towns and cities outside the City Regions.  The role of settlements and the relationship between settlements outside the City Regions is different to the City Regions where the Regional Centres exert a significant influence over a wide geographical area.  This is not sufficiently acknowledged in the policies contained in the Regional Spatial Framework, which is dominated by the Regional Centres and the corresponding City Regions.
3) An example is Nantwich, a Key Service Centre, which is a thriving market town with a population of about 12,000.  It has a good range of services and facilities including shops, schools, leisure and community facilities.  Paragraph 7.5 of the RSS recognises that in some rural areas regional towns such as Crewe will play a role in providing access to employment and services for the surrounding rural areas, as well as Key Service Centres.  Where a key settlement is located close to a regional town, such as Nantwich which is functionally extremely close to Crewe, both settlements play a complementary role in serving the adjacent rural areas. 
4) Therefore it will be important that there is sufficient provision for housing in South Cheshire to allow for some growth at both Crewe and Nantwich.  There is the potential for a mixed use urban extension providing both housing and employment at Kingsley Fields North on the north west side of Nantwich.  It is well related to local services, facilities and job opportunities and is in close proximity to the town centre.  (Please see attached map RPS1)
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