DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY

FOR THE NORTH WEST

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

STATEMENT OF ALLERDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

(RESPONDANT NO: 392)

MATTERS 2B(i) :
(i)
Does the City Region approach adequately address the different pressures and needs of the various parts of the region or are there alternative sub-regional approaches, which better reflect these needs and pressures?

Should there be greater clarity about:


a)
The geographic extent of the three city regions;

b)
The broad scale of development they should accommodate; and

c)
Their role in relation to each other and to towns beyond the city regions such as Carlisle and Crewe?

1.
Allerdale Borough Council endorses the response of Cumbria County Council (Ref. no. 715) on this matter.  It is our view that the City Region approach is a significant shift in policy from RPG13 which pursued an essentially polycentric approach which emerged as the most popular and appropriate strategy at that time.
2.
The recently adopted Cumbria and Lake District Joint Structure Plan and the Cumbria Sub Regional Spatial Strategy both reflect this polycentric approach, based on the needs and aspirations of Cumbria’s varied settlements.  At the Structure Plan EIP in 2004 the Panel, even so, criticised RPG13 as not doing justice to Cumbria’s distinctiveness. Whilst the Draft RSS has addressed certain aspects of this criticism, we are still concerned that the City Region approach makes it difficult, if not impossible, for RSS to have adequate regard to Cumbria’s distinctiveness.

3.
The Draft RSS needs to be more explicit about what the “City Region approach” entails, and why it has arisen.  Has it been a direct result of the “Northern Way”?  Is it predicated upon the need to restrict development outside the City Regions?  Or is it merely an attempt to make the most of the growth areas of City Regions, those with high GVA values, whilst at the same time letting the peripheral areas meet their own potential?
4.
From our perspective we get mixed signals in answer to these questions.  On the one hand the Draft RSS has responded to our concerns about Housing numbers, on the other there is the loss of the Regeneration Priority Area designation.
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