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DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

FURTHER SUBMISSION:

MATTER 2B: CITY REGIONS

CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL 

RESPONDANT NUMBER (394)

Questions:

(i) Does the City Region approach adequately address the different pressures and needs of the various parts of the region or are there alternative sub-regional approaches, which better reflect these needs and pressures?

Should there be greater clarity about:

a) The geographic extent of the three city regions;

b) The broad scale of development they should accommodate; and

c) Their role in relation to each other and to towns beyond the city regions such as Carlisle and Crewe?

(ii) Are the City Regions to be treated as being equal or is there a hierarchy?

Answers:

(i) 

The City-Region approach has initially been piloted through the Northern Way project based on the urban centres in the North West.  The extent of influence of the city region approach may be limited in its impact in Cumbria and many questions have been raised on how this translates for the more rural parts of the region.  The role of Carlisle is unclear as similarities to city region model can be drawn from Carlisle’s sphere of influence yet strategically it needs to be considered in the wider sub-regional cumbrian context. 

ODPM research through “A framework for City-Regions” ODPM Feb 2006 brings together many of the issues relating to the City region concept including the function of these areas.

City regions are enlarged territories from which core urban areas draw people for work and services such as shopping, education, health, leisure and entertainment.  On this basis Carlisle has can draw comparisons.  

The City-Region however has greater economic and cultural resonance than current administrative regions and local authority districts.  The functional nature of City-Regions makes them increasingly appropriate for a range of strategic issues.  In this context the ECOTEC research on Housing Market Areas defines Carlisle’s as larger than the administrative district, and excludes data on Scotland.  Carlisle City Council’s retail studies indicate that the area of influence extends into southern Scotland, particularly the DG13 postcode area.

The economic logic for a city region component to policy making is more powerful as the economic performance of cities has become increasingly critical to that of the regions. Strong city regions are being considered a necessary condition for ensuring optimal economic growth.  Early days of the Northern Way work may still have to prove this but as Cumbria needs to increase its GVA, Carlisle will play a significant role in that process.

Recognition of the economic role and potential of City Regions is already central to the design and delivery of the Northern Way Growth Strategy.  At the launch of Carlisle Renaissance(August 2005) the Deputy Prime Minister made reference to the Northern Way which aims to narrow the historic economic gap between the North and the South.  “Today’s launch of Carlisle Renaissance is an excellent example of this agenda” by working together, improving skills, making the most of the infrastructure and finding new ways of delivering jobs and growth, through partnerships and innovation.

ODPM Regional Economic Performance Public Service Agreement work suggested that economic value plays a critical part however other areas of social and environmental development are considered to play an important part.  The Centre for Sustainable Urban and Regional Futures and Centre for Urban Policy Studies research examined these in more detail considering travel-to-work, travel-to-be-entertained, travel-to-be-educated, travel-to-travel, etc.

There is no agreement about what comprises a City-Region but there is an assumption that City-Regions comprise a central urban area (or two closely linked) together with those areas that surround them with which they have significant interaction.

There are variations in levels of interaction meaning that defining city-regional lines on maps will be difficult especially for areas whose influence extends outside the region.  A city-region area should be based on a better understanding of the economic, labour and housing market interactions between urban cores and their hinterlands. 

Map 5 of the ODPM report is based on travel to work area data and recognises Carlisle as a node for which there is a catchment from surrounding districts (again no data for Scotland).  In essence if the City region model is to be developed for larger metropolitan areas of the north west it could be developed on a smaller scale for Carlisle and its hinterland. Carlisle City Council is working with partners and Government Office to explore how the City-Region model relates to Carlisle in the context of its sub-regional role. This work will evolve during the RSS period and may impact on how spatial policy develops for Cumbria but to-date no detailed studies have been prepared akin to those of other Northern Way cities.

Words Count: 664







1 of 1

