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MATER 2B: CITY REGIONS

2B (ii)
Are the City Regions to be treated as being equal or is there a hierarchy?
1.1 The Central Lancashire City Region is unique and complementary to the Manchester and Liverpool City Regions and makes a substantial contribution to the economy of the North.  In 2005, the Gross Value Added of the City Region was around £15bn, which makes it the third largest economy in the North, equivalent to the total output of the Merseyside sub-region.  The updated City Region Development Programme (CRDP) provides a strategic focus for driving up productivity levels in the City Region, delivering 55,000 additional jobs and boosting GVA levels by up to £2 billion. The CRDP is focused on optimising the contribution that Central Lancashire can make to the performance of the Northern economy and critically, bridging the estimated £4bn productivity gap that currently exists between our City Region and the English average. Our proposals form an important part of a wider strategy to enhance Northern economic performance under the Northern Way agenda.

1.2 The polycentric nature of the Central Lancashire City Region (CLCR) is its key strength and marks it out from other locations.  Whilst the notion of a polycentric City Region is widely recognised nationally and internationally by experts in regional economic development, the popular concept of a City Region remains one of a large single urban conurbation.  However, the polycentric City Region, reflected in the real economic geography of Lancashire, offers a complementary vision of a 21st Century City Region with high quality of life and attractive growth potential provided by vibrant urban centres surrounded by beautiful countryside.  The CLCR provides extremely attractive places to live for those who work in the city and towns which comprise the City Region. This alternative vision of a City Region ‘with room to breathe’ needs support from RSS so that its benefits can complement those of the larger conurbation based City Regions.  The polycentric nature of the CLCR, based on one city and three towns within a rural context, is its key strength and marks it out from competing locations.  It offers something unique and different from the Manchester and Liverpool City Regions.  With the seaside resort of Blackpool at the forefront of visitor destinations in the City Region, Central Lancashire has many tourist attractions, including the seaside towns of the Fylde coast and the outstanding natural beauty of the Forest of Bowland and West Pennine Moors.

1.3
Lancashire Economic Partnership consider that the Central Lancashire City Region should be treated equally to the other City Regions and point out that to place the City Regions within a hierarchy would be inappropriate, as they each have their own unique strengths and opportunities. The unique strengths of the CLCR should be adequately addressed within the RSS.  The vision of a City Region ‘with room to breathe’ needs support from RSS, so that its benefits can complement those of the larger conurbation based City Regions.  In addition, the Regional Economic Strategy recognises Preston, which lies at the heart of the CLCR, as the North West region’s third growth centre and focus for city scale investment complementing the Manchester and Liverpool City Regions and this recognition should be mirrored within the RSS. 
1.4 The diversity of the City Region complements the other two North West City Regions and offers a superb quality of place unique to the area. Lancashire Economic Partnership consider it is vital that the Central Lancashire City Region should be treated equally to the other City Regions and point out that to place the City Regions within a hierarchy would be inappropriate, as they each have their own unique strengths and opportunities and each make valuable contributions towards the economy of the North West.  The City Regions are intended to develop as complementary entities which collectively contribute to reducing the wealth gap between the North and the South of England.  
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