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Matter 2B: City Regions
(i) Does the City Region approach adequately address the different pressures and needs of the various parts of the region or are there alternative sub-regional approaches, which better reflect these needs and pressures?
1 The concept of the City Region is a slippery concept with no over-arching logic, was noted by Sir Peter Hall and the Government’s publication recently of the Framework for City Regions suggests that the concept is here to stay, for the time being at least.
2 There is no doubt that the activity of cities now actively reaches into rural areas which have hitherto been seen as remote.  However, each city has it’s own historical identity and unique economic, social and environmental profiles and it is difficult for a ‘one size fits all’ concept to address the different pressures and needs of the whole region.  This sets up the problem of competing city regions setting obstacles for sound planning across the region.  This has already manifested itself through the competition to get the super casino.  
3 The alternative is to seek a network of sub regions each performing its particular function and supporting and complementing the adjoining sub regions to mutual benefit.  As Joe Ravetz found in his study of the City Region 2020
it is a perennial quest to seek such joined-up thinking, with many contradictions and few simple solutions.
4 This suggests a hierarchy of sub regions and this is the subject of the last part of this question.
(ii) Should there be greater clarity about:

a) The geographic extent of the three city regions;

b) The broad scale of development they should accommodate; and

c) Their role in relation to each other and to towns beyond the city regions such as Carlisle and Crewe?
5 It is clear that if the concept as stated by the Strategy for the three city regions is to be maintained then there ultimately needs to be greater clarification of the geographic extent for each of them.  There are not of course mutually exclusive and need to weave seamlessly with each other, whereas at the moment they tend to act as three distinct areas almost like medieval fiefdoms.
6 The County Council is happy with the broad scale of development that they should accommodate, but mention under Matter 1 they need to widen the scope of the issues to encompass more than just economic development and social inclusion to address education, health and crime, for example.

7 The County Council has consistently raised the issue of the other towns and cities in Cheshire and their relationship to the two adjoining city regions.  We have also stressed the need to look at the adjoining sub regions such as North Staffordshire and North Shropshire and also at the self operating West Cheshire and North East Wales sub region centred on Chester.  This sub region clearly overlaps with the Liverpool city region but it needs to be recognised for its unique contribution to this part of west Cheshire in terms of employment, transport, housing market, health and education and in particular skills.

(iii) 
Are the City Regions to be treated as being equal or is there a hierarchy?
8 As mentioned earlier in paragraph 4, if we are to take the concept of city regions as being the best spatial planning approach for the region, then for it to work there needs to be a complimentary hierarchy of city regions and sub regions.  Manchester has clearly established itself as the regional capital followed by Liverpool.  Outside these two the boundaries and roles of the other sub regions is more blurred and it should be left for each area to assert its influence whilst integrating closely with the adjoining geographical areas.

9 This is somewhat idealistic but for the concept of city regions to work there needs to be some order to allow natural sub regional relationships and movements to occur and encourage new integration.
� Joe Ravetz: City Region 2020, (2000)
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