GONW
395 / 2B

NW RSS EIP - Matter 2B: City Regions


(i) Does the city region approach adequately address the different pressures and needs of the various parts of the region or are there alternative sub-regional approaches, which better reflect these needs and pressures?

Should there be greater clarity about:

a) The geographic extent of the three city regions;

b) The broad scale of development they should accommodate; and

c) Their role in relation to each other and to towns beyond the city regions such as Carlisle and Crewe?

(ii) Are the city regions to be treated as being equal or is there a hierarchy?

Context

· PPS11 Regional Spatial Strategies (para 1.13), ODPM (Sept 2004)

Government policy is that RSS should address sub-regional issues where appropriate, mindful that the definition of need for a sub regional approach should be based on an assessment of functional relationships, and that the sub-regional definition should be based on a clearly recognisable strategic policy deficit.  

GONW Views

GONW supports a focus on city regions within RSS.  

In GONW Briefing Paper No. 1 we discuss the difference between identifying sub regions for analysis, articulating policy and implementing policy.  We also discuss the dynamics of the region and the need for clarity on the inter-relationships between city regions. 

We do raise a concern over whether the structure of the draft RSS, as currently drafted, is user-friendly given that the sub-regional dimensions of RSS are found in the regional development framework, the thematic policies and in part 4 of the document.  Inconsistencies between different sections can lead to tensions and lack of clarity. 
We also believe there is a need for an overarching spatial framework that captures the essence of part 4 to replace RDF1 as per our response on Statement 2A.
Suggestions to address GONW concerns

See GONW Briefing Paper No. 1 Sub-Regional Building Blocks.
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