DRAFT  REGIONAL  SPATIAL  STRATEGY

FOR  THE  NORTH  WEST

EXAMINATION  IN  PUBLIC

STATEMENT OF ALLERDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

(RESPONDANT NO: 392)

MATTER : 2A(iv)

“IS IT APPROPRIATE FOR THE DRAFT RSS 

TO OMIT  THE PREVIOUS DESIGNATION OF
 REGENERATION PRIORITY AREAS?”

1.
The current adopted RSS, ie. RPG13, includes the designation of “Regeneration Priority Areas”.  West Cumbria, among other areas, was designated as such. The Draft RSS does not include such a designation.  (It is noted that the latest Regional Economic Strategy has also dropped the designation).

2.
From the West Cumbrian perspective the RPA designation had a number of distinct advantages:

· It raised the profile of designated areas in policy, and was a clear, unambiguous commitment, to giving such areas some priority in the distribution of development, some of which could be transformational.

· It linked planning policy to economic policy, and more importantly, to funding regimes which focussed on such designations.

· It took RPAs, to some degree, outside the “normal” hierarchy of settlements according to which the distribution of development is governed, and gave LPA’s the opportunity to support transformational development which might emerge from economic strategies and Masterplans.
3.
The loss of such designations means that policy for such areas falls back upon “normal” principles for the distribution of development within a settlement hierarchy.  This potentially is a significant shift in policy away from RPA’s.  It also weakens the link between planning policy and economic policy.

4.
The result is that Local Planning Authorities where there were RPA’s, tend to fall back on arguing that their area be given special treatment in Policy.  In West Cumbria this tends to be made manifest in our submissions to the Panel concerning the need for “major” development in the area and in the debate as to whether towns in West Cumbria should be treated as a “Regional Town or City”.

5.
Our real concern is that the loss of RPA’s is part of a significant shift in policy to focus on the “City Region” at the expense of peripheral areas, and especially those that were designated RPA’s.  The cities of the north west were also designated RPA’s in RPG13 and so this shift in policy may not be of substantial benefit to them, but it could be of substantial detriment to peripheral RPA’s.

6.
The Draft RSS should explain the reason(s) for the loss of the RPA designation and whether this involves a real shift in policy towards the “city-regions”.
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