Lancashire Economic Partnership (479)

Matter 2A


REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY – EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

LANCASHIRE ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP STATEMENT

MATTER 2: SPATIAL STRATEGY

2A: Overall Spatial Strategy

2A (i)
Does the draft RSS sufficiently express a spatial strategy that addresses the region’s priorities for growth, regeneration and investment? Does policy RDF1 provide sufficient detail on the spatial priorities for main development locations?

2.1. RSS identifies with the priorities identified in the Regional Economic Strategy, Lancashire Economic Strategy and Central Lancashire City Region Development Programme. Acknowledgement of the need for both investment in developing employment which will augment knowledge and skills levels and investment in both the natural and built environment will result in the region reaching its economic potential. In addition, the emphasis on the development of sustainable policies and the recognition of the need to link jobs and services through integrated transport networks will again ensure improved sustainable economic growth for the region and its component areas.

2.2.  RSS refers to the promotion of economic development opportunities, particularly those afforded by the provision of sites and premises, infrastructure and clustering where appropriate. Central Lancashire is identified as having strengths in advanced manufacturing and engineering, environmental technologies and biomedical, tourism and conferencing. However, the Lancashire Economic Strategy also recognises Lancashire’s existing skills and expertise in the chemical and nuclear sectors, creative and digital industries whilst acknowledging Lancashire’s future growth sectors as being within the sectors of financial and professional and communications. Recognition of these sectors within the Central Lancashire City Region would be welcomed.

2.3. Policy RDF1 refers to the three city regions of Manchester, Liverpool and Central Lancashire as the basis for maximising growth opportunities in the region. Manchester / Salford and Liverpool are specifically identified as the Regional Centres and it would be useful if the Central Lancashire City Region (made up of the composite areas of Preston, Blackpool, Blackburn and Burnley) was recognised as being a city region which can secure economic growth complementary to the Regional Centres. The role of the Central Lancashire City Region within the North West is unique given its polycentric nature and further explanation in support of this would be welcomed.

2.4. RSS recommends that Regional Investment Sites accommodate large-scale manufacturing investment and that head quarter functions accommodate knowledge nuclei sites. Whilst we agree with the rationale driving this policy framework, in the short to medium term we need more flexibility given the extent of the low value manufacturing and service related activities currently present within Lancashire and the need to take these sectors up the value chain to improve the sub-region’s economic performance.

2.5. RSS identifies two Regional Investment Sites within the Central Lancashire City Region and a Reserve Site located north of Leyland / Bamber Bridge. BAe Systems and the NWDA, supported by the Lancashire Economic Partnership, have proposed the development of an Aerospace Business Park at Samlesbury. This would specifically support manufacturing investment and its’ designation as a Regional Investment Site would be welcomed.

2A (ii)
Do the thematic policies and sub-regional policies amount to a consistent and coherent regional strategy?

2.6. Lancashire Economic Partnership does not have a view on this issue.

2A (iii)
Does the spatial strategy provide a framework for improving accessibility to jobs and services particularly by sustainable modes for all parts of the region?

2.7. RTS and RSS support the principles of the Northern Way Growth Strategy and RES, ensuring that transport and connectivity is concentrated on the development of better links within the region and to other parts of the UK and beyond. Support is also demonstrated for the development of better integrated public transport services within and between city regions. 
2.8. The Lancashire Economic Strategy and Central Lancashire City Region Development Programme identify policy and actions for ensuring accessibility to higher-skill, higher-value employment opportunities. This includes support for the East Lancashire Rapid Transit Scheme, which will develop better public transport connectivity and an integrated transport network within East Lancashire and the development of a policy framework to ensure the city region is connected to other northern city regions and a number of projects, including the development of innovative transport solutions linking people to jobs.
2A (iv)
Is it appropriate for the draft RSS to omit the previous designation of Regeneration Priority Areas?

2.9. Lancashire Economic Partnership does not have a view on this issue.

2A (v)
Is the Key Diagram fit for purpose and do the Sub-regional diagrams add value?

2.10. Whilst we broadly agree that the Key Diagram is fit for purpose and that the Sub-regional diagrams add value, we would suggest that the east / west flows illustrated in Lancashire are to some degree overstated. Research has demonstrated that it is the north / south travel flows which are stronger in both the East and West of Lancashire.
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