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Matter 2A: Overall Spatial Strategy

(i) Does the draft RSS sufficiently express a spatial strategy that addresses the region’s priorities for growth, regeneration and investment? Does policy RDF1 provide sufficient detail on the spatial priorities for main development locations?
1
There are many definitions of spatial planning in existence.   
Albrechts (2001, pp1) sees spatial planning as: 'not a single concept, procedure or tool.  It is a set of concepts, procedures and tools that must be tailored to whatever situation is at hand if desirable outcomes are to be achieved’.   

2
It is evident that spatial planning moves focus from a land-use planning approach based on regulation and control of land, to a wider more far ranging approach that aims to ensure the best use of land by assessing competing demands. Draft RSS goes some way to expressing a spatial strategy but as mentioned in Matter 1, the focus is too much on the economic and not enough about health, education, crime prevention, leisure, biodiversity, recycling, energy and climate change.  

3
RSS does provide a spatial strategy that provides a framework for growth, regeneration and investment but not necessarily in the right locations and for the right types of growth.  There is a lot of attention focussed on transforming the older industrialised parts of the region at the expense of other areas such as Cheshire which is very much an after thought in the spatial strategy for the region.  
(ii) Do the thematic policies and sub-regional policies amount to a consistent and coherent regional strategy?
4
The County Council supports the thematic approach and welcomes the approach of creating sub regions provided that they reflect the characteristics of the area.  The creation of the South Cheshire sub region was a bolt-on and has never been seen as a part of the coherent regional strategy.  It does go some way to filling in the gaps but it sill does not recognise that there are distinct relationships and movements between the districts in Cheshire and intra and inter regional movements and relationships as well.
(iii) Does the spatial strategy provide a framework for improving accessibility to jobs and services particularly by sustainable modes for all parts of the region?
5
The RSS goes some way to recognising the polycentric nature of the region and it talks about the need for good quality public transport links that channel economic resources and capital into peripheral areas such as South Cheshire.  It is vital, however, that the city regions look across their boundaries to the other regions and in the case of the Liverpool City Region across the border to North Wales.  South Cheshire also has a strong functional relationship with the West Midlands, particularly North Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent.   There also needs to be greater recognition of North East Wales and West Cheshire as a sub region in its own right and this is covered in greater detail under Matter 8A.
(iv) Is it appropriate for the draft RSS to omit the previous designation of Regeneration Priority Areas? 

6
The County Council has nothing to add to this question.
(v) Is the Key Diagram fit for purpose and do the Sub-regional Diagrams add value?
7 The key diagram of the region is satisfactory in identifying the broad nature of the region, but fails to make any reference to boundary issues with Wales, Scotland and the adjoining English regions.   It needs to include more than just the reference to other areas via an arrow and show how the jigsaw fits together.  

8 The key diagram also highlights the gaps in the spatial strategy that can be seen outside the city regions of Liverpool and Manchester.  Such a void does not aid the spatial planning form the sub-region and leads to uncertainty and policy making by omission.  This is particularly the case in Cheshire and around Warrington. 
� Albrechts, L., 2001. Planners' Role in Strategic Spatial Planning, University of Leuven
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