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Matter: 1E(ii)

Matter 1E: Sustainability

(ii) Does the draft RSS achieve the right balance between economic growth, social inclusion, including equality and diversity issues and environmental protection/ enhancement?

Comments on Submission Draft RSS

Policy DP1 is entitled Regional Development Principles.  The policy contains four parts to the policy which seek to:

· Make more sustainable, transparent decisions

· Make better use of land, buildings and infrastructure

· Ensure quality in development

· Tackle climate change

This policy is supported.  In the drafting of the rest of the document there seems to be a strong emphasis on economic growth and few references to the principles contained in Policy DP1.  This is something that needs to be addressed.  As it currently stands the document places too much emphasis on economic growth to the detriment of the environment of the Region.

Suggested Changes

The document should be amended so that it takes a more balanced approach to the protection of the environment and economic growth.  More cross-references to the principles contained within Policy DP1 throughout the document would assist in this.

Background Evidence to Support Macclesfield’s Case

The submitted draft RSS is considered to place too much emphasis on economic growth to the detriment of the environment.  Policy DP1, which is entitled Regional Development Principles, is supported.  In the drafting of the rest of the document there seems to be a strong emphasis on economic growth and few references to the principles contained in Policy DP1.  This is something that needs to be addressed.  

The economic emphasis of the document is demonstrated by Policy MCR3, which deals with the Southern part of the Manchester City Region.  The emphasis of this policy is on promoting economic growth and providing for economic development.  The policy and supporting text fail to make any reference to the natural and built environment.  This is clearly unsatisfactory given that the Southern part of the Manchester City Region includes extensive parts of rural Cheshire, located in Macclesfield, Congleton and Vale Royal Boroughs, which include areas of high landscape value and numerous historic parks and gardens.  Much of this area is covered by Policy SD4 in the 

approved RSS (RPG13 - March 2003) and is protected by Green Belt designation.   All of the other Sub-Regional Policy Frameworks also place too much weight on economic growth to the detriment of the environment. 

A comparison with the adopted RSS (RPG13 - March 2003) also suggests that the draft version gives too much weight to economic considerations.  The adopted RSS takes a more balanced approach to economic, social and environmental considerations.      
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