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1E Sustainability

(i) Are the Sustainability Appraisal and the Strategic Environmental Assessment robust?

1. The Sustainability Appraisal process should be used as a positive tool to facilitate change and development. Unfortunately there is a tendency for such assessments to be over cautious and simplistic, equating development with environmental damage and placing greater emphasis on environmental protection than other elements of growth such as economic investment and social capital. We consider the appraisal to be a positive tool in the North West region, where accelerating growth, attracting development and investment is a key driving force behind the RSS. The Sustainability Appraisal therefore can’t be too weighted on ‘development’ being negative.

(ii) Does the draft RSS achieve the right balance between economic growth, social inclusion, including equality and diversity issues and environmental protection/enhancement?

1. The HBF is supportive of the RSS and the approach taken towards facilitating the growth of the North West economy without further compromising its environment. On the whole, the integration between the delivery of housing, responding to market forces and protecting the environment is welcomed by the industry. 

2. The key finding of the Sustainability Appraisal was that, in terms of the RSS’s overall performance, there was a strong commitment to social, economic and environmental improvement, which is generally the view of the HBF. The references to ‘sustainable economic growth’ and ‘sustainable, attractive and distinctive places to live’ in the objectives and outcomes are welcomed.

3. It is important to ensure that sustainability is emphasised in all themes of the plan equally.

(iii) Do the proposals in the draft RSS sufficiently provide for tackling climate change and mitigating for its impact?

1. It is a reasonable strategic planning policy to strive to tackle the effects of climate change in the region. However there are lots of other drivers in the strategic RSS, and the global planning context cannot be the main or overriding priority. It is considered that the Plan has taken adequate account of climate change.

2. In terms of actual policy, RSS is extremely limited in how far it can, or should, prescribe detailed methodologies or strategies for dealing with global responsibilities. Overly detailed or prescriptive policies will become out dated quickly and may even constrain innovative solutions to this problem.

3. The question of how such a global policy will be monitored is a useful test of whether or not its inclusion would be useful. Whilst a policy approach to climate change is laudable, and perceived to be necessary, we would question whether it is actually deliverable, and question its relevance within the RSS, when National Policy and targets already guide Local Authorities in terms of their local policy.

4. A great deal of detailed policy will need to be in Local Development Documents leaving just placatory remarks to the RSS. The inclusion of a specific policy in the RSS would be meaningless given that the cumulative effect of policies in LDD’s will be more important.

(iv) Does the draft RSS provide a framework that can meet the aim of reducing the need to travel?

1. The draft RSS includes policies on issues such as public transport and walking and cycling. The implementation of such policies would contribute to the aim of reducing the need to travel. 

2. In addition to the transport specific policies, it is also important that policies support opportunities for sustainable growth in relation to transport and the needs to provide better links with jobs and services. A range of policies in the Working in the North West and Living in the North West sections include policies that seek to locate new development, both employment and housing, in urban locations or key service centres in rural locations, and therefore also contribute to the aim of reducing the need to travel. However there are other policies of restraint in south Manchester that will inevitably lead to increased commuting patterns.
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