Respondent Number 427

Matter Number 1E
Sustainability

The Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC) does not have the necessary knowledge to judge how robust the Sustainability Appraisal or the Environmental Assessment is.  However, we note the criticisms by the Environment Agency posted on the EIP website.
ChALC submits that the balance between economic growth, social concerns and the environment is detrimental to the rural areas unless measures are taken to preserve the relative tranquillity of those areas for the resident population.  Provision of new employment opportunities, including those in the tourism industry to aid rural diversification, should be undertaken in a sensitive manner.

We submit that the framework for reducing the need to travel is insufficiently robust.  Clusters of knowledge based businesses in the rural areas will result in more motor car journeys as these cannot be replaced easily by public transport.

ChALC does not feel that measures for tackling climate change fully recognise what work has already been done in some areas; the carbon-free village project at Ashton for example.   It certainly does not recognise the obstacles in the way of installing micropower generation whether on a community or personal basis where the ability to sell back excess electricity is made difficult and expensive by the unresponsive local power company.
ChALC submits that the RSS too ‘top down’.  The perception is a document which is based on research work with which ordinary people were not involved.  People are generally unaware of the RSS but some 15 parish councils in Cheshire did still manage to make a submission.  A sustainable strategy will only have some success in its formulation and ultimate execution  if it accepts bottom-up inputs and the constructive involvement of local people,
