Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council (361)

Matter 1E


REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY – EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC
BLACKBURN WITH DARWEN BOROUGH COUNCIL STATEMENT
MATTER 1: Vision, Objectives and Overall Approach

1E: Sustainability
1E (i)
Are the Sustainability Appraisal and the Strategic Environmental Assessment 
robust?

1.1. The Sustainability Appraisal / SEA fails to adequately consider the environmental effects of the proposed “indicative” targets for renewable energy generation contained in Policy EM17, in particular the target for on-shore wind farms and clusters in Table 11.7a.

1.2. A key impact of on shore wind farms / clusters is their effect on the landscape.  This is recognised in one of the background papers underpinning RSS (A Review of the UK Onshore Wind Resource – ETSU-R99) which refers to a “landscape character” approach to determining energy generation targets from different sources, whereby the capacity of landscapes to accommodate renewable (particularly wind) energy is taken into account.

1.3. It is acknowledged that RSS and its accompanying SEA address this issue in respect of designated landscapes such as AONBs, and also that the detailed impact of individual schemes will be assessed through planning applications and possibly EIAs.  However the SEA should consider at a general level, perhaps through an assessment of landscape sensitivity across the region, whether or not the proposed levels of development can be accommodated without unacceptable impact.  There is no evidence that this more detailed assessment of landscape capacity has been done.  The SEA, and therefore the evidence base for EM17 and the targets in Table 11.7a, is not robust in view of this omission.

1.4. Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council has no other comments to make in respect of the SEA.

1E (ii)
Does the draft RSS achieve the right balance between economic growth, social 
inclusion, including equality and diversity issues and environmental 
protection /enhancement?

1.5. The overall balance of economic, social and environmental issues in RSS is the right one.  In comparison with RPG13, the RSS focuses more closely on how to raise the economic performance and contribution of the region as a whole.  This is an appropriate response to national agendas including Northern Way and is a key way in which RSS supports regeneration initiatives including Housing Market Renewal.

1.6. The Sustainability Appraisal for the First Detailed Proposals for Central Lancashire, which describe similar policy directions to RSS albeit in greater detail, concluded that this approach was the most sustainable.

1E (iii)
Do the proposals in the draft RSS sufficiently provide for tackling climate 
change and mitigating for its impact?
1.7. The Council does not have a view on this issue.

1E (iv)
Does the draft RSS provide a framework that can meet the aim of reducing the 
need to travel?

1.8. The Council does not have a view on the overall impact of the RSS on the need to travel.  A key output of the emphasis on attracting higher-wage sectors to the Central Lancashire City Region will be a reduced need to travel out of the City Region for high quality employment.
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