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Introduction

1. In February 2004 the Deputy Prime Minister invited the three northern Regional Development Agencies to show how the North could unlock the potential for faster economic growth and bridge the output gap between the North of England and the rest of the country.

2. In response the Northern Way Steering Group, led by the three northern RDAs, developed the Northern Way Growth Strategy published in September 2004.  The strategy has its genesis in the realisation that the economy of the North is underperforming with a gap currently around £30 billion between the combined output of the three Northern regions and the England average.

3. The strategy is based on detailed analysis of the North’s economic assets, weaknesses and potential. In essence the Northern Way’s approach to the acceleration of economic growth over the next 20 years has been guided by the principles of:
· Adding value by tackling pan regionally ten key challenges facing the North including the creation of truly sustainable communities and improving connectivity;

· Accelerating growth across the North’s eight city regions, identified in the strategy, which together offer the greatest potential for significant economic growth.  
4. The Regional Spatial Strategy, in setting out the long-term strategy for the spatial development of the North West, is able to make a significant contribution to the achievement of the Northern Way Growth Strategy through the wider adoption of the latter’s vision and aims. The Northern Way Sustainable Communities Team (NWSCT), therefore considers that some elements of the draft RSS could usefully be strengthened so as to fully embrace the Northern Way Growth Strategy and enable the acceleration of the North’s economic growth. It is against this background that we comment on this matter. 
Sustainability

5. To bridge the output gap the Northern Way is very conscious that it must think long term and sustainably with an emphasis on quality and integration of economic, social and environmental goals and the benefits that span both urban and rural areas. 

6. The Northern Way Growth Strategy identifies the North’s city regions as key to the to any effort to accelerate economic growth in the North of the country. There are strong arguments for ensuring that the economic interventions, identified in the City Region Development Programmes (CRDPs) prepared by each city region, need to be sustainable;

· A strong economy integrated with social and environmental considerations will provide long term economic benefits for all who live and work in the North.

· A high quality of life and attractive environment will contribute to the economic success of the North.

· Preparing now for sustainability will ensure that the North’s growth will not be held back by future environmental constraints, especially around climate change and fossil fuel supplies.

7. To this end the Northern Way Sustainable Communities Team has commissioned work to consider how monitoring can take place to ensure that growth in the eight northern city regions takes place in a sustainable manner. 

8. In this context the NWSCT considers that in general terms the terminology contained in the draft RSS, particularly under the Key Issues and Challenges, strikes a balance between economic growth and sustainability, including environmental quality and social inclusion. Likewise the reference to ‘sustainable economic growth’, ‘sustainable, attractive and distinct places to live’ and sustainable transport under the Objectives and Outcomes is welcomed by NWSCT in accordance with the vision and aims of the Growth Strategy, subject to our comments under Matter 1A.

9. The NWSCT would, however, question whether there should be greater emphasis on the need for economic development to be sustainable under the theme of ‘Working in the North West’ in the context of the Objectives and Outcomes and the Northern Way Growth Strategy.

10. Greater emphasis appears to have been placed on the issue of sustainability under the other themes and the clear reference to quality at paragraph 5.13 is particularly welcomed.

11. Furthermore, in accordance with our evidence on Matter 1A and 1B, we would suggest that Policy DP1 include specific reference to sustainable economic development with an emphasis on quality as well as economic, social and environmental goals to reflect the Objectives and Outcomes and the Key Themes. A sustainable approach to development, including the impacts of climate change, is alluded to in the forthcoming paragraphs (6.1 to 6.6) but does not seem to be encapsulated as a Regional Development Principle in the Policy.

Green Infrastructure

12. The NWSCT acknowledges the introduction of the Green Infrastructure concept at paragraph 5.14 and the attempt to define its purpose prior to specific Policy E4.  We would argue that economic success depends in part on whether the North offers a wide choice of communities that are desirable places to live. A planned network of green and open spaces and other environmental components - green infrastructure - has a role to play in achieving this. We are currently undertaking a study examining how green infrastructure could be planned for at a city region spatial scale. Meantime we note and support the implicit provision for green infrastructure planning in the draft document

Conclusion

13. We wish to direct the EIP Chairman to the following points:

· Regional Spatial Strategies present the opportunity to provide the spatial framework for the acceleration of economic growth through the incorporation of the city region concept and accordingly the success of the Northern Way Growth Strategy.

· To achieve the output gap between the three Northern regions and the England average the Northern Way is very conscious that it must think long term and sustainably. 

· Accordingly, there are strong arguments for ensuring that economic interventions for each city region are sustainable.

· The NWSCT consider that in general terms the draft RSS strikes an acceptable balance between economic growth and sustainability and particularly welcomes references to quality.

· However, NWSCT would suggest that any revisions to DP1 incorporate reference to sustainable economic development as well as economic, social and environmental goals.

· NWSCT welcomes the reference to green infrastructure in Part 2 of the draft RSS.

Sustainable Communities Team, The Northern Way
3

