Respondent No: 545 
NORTH WEST RSS EIP
RPS PLANNING ON BEHALF OF JENNINGS ESTATES


MATTER 1

VISION, OBJECTIVES AND OVERALL APPROACH
Matter 1D: Overall Approach
(i) Does the draft RSS align with the Regional Economic Strategy, the Regional Housing Strategy and Regional Funding Allocation advice?

1)
We consider that the Draft RSS does not align with the Regional Economic Strategy in so far as it fails to make sufficient provision for housing to support future economic growth in the region.  We are aware that the Regional Development Agency has suggested that the level of provision in the region should be in the range 25,000 to 29,000 p.a. to ensure that housing policy does not act as an artificial constraint on economic growth.  The RDA is particularly concerned about the frequent references made in paragraph 9.19 of the RSS to continued restraint, limiting the provision of housing to meet local and affordable housing needs and considers that this would have a constraining effect on labour mobility within and into much of the North West and would be detrimental to the economic growth aspirations contained in the Regional Economic Strategy. 
2)
We are particularly concerned about the RSS’s approach to restraint on housing provision in Cheshire, where the potential exists for higher household growth driven by positive North West Development Agency jobs growth forecasts.

3)
In this respect we do not consider that the RSS adequately reflects the spatial Regional Economic Strategy vision.  Although the need to maximise the growth opportunities of Manchester and Liverpool are recognised up-front in the RSS, the Regional Economic Strategy priority accorded to Crewe does not come through clearly.  The linkages between economic growth and housing provision in Crewe and Nantwich are not reflected in the housing distribution.
(ii) 
Does the draft RSS properly reflect the Northern Way and other relevant strategies?

3) With reference to Paragraph 3.9 of the RSS, the Northern Way focuses principally, but not exclusively, on eight City Regions.  The Northern Way document does not seek to locate the significant proportion of all new housing into the city region areas just because they have been labelled so, and it is questionable whether this provides for a balanced approach.  Not all forecast growth is in the core of the City Regions, and homes and jobs need to be located together.  The Northern Way Growth Strategy Report takes a more intelligence led approach to what is expected of RSS.  In paragraph 9.16 of this document, it states:

· “For each city region (and where appropriate for the region as a whole), the RSS should develop common principles across all three northern regions, the evidence and the proposals to:

· Demonstrate how housing proposals are derived from a city region’s economic prospects, along with migration and household formation forecasts.”
We do not consider that the RSS has followed these principles.
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This submission should be read in conjunction with all others submitted by RPS Planning
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