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(ii) Does the draft RSS properly reflect the Northern Way and other relevant strategies?
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Matter 1D: Overall Approach

(i)
Does the draft RSS align with the Regional Economic Strategy, the Regional Housing Strategy and Regional Funding Allocation advice?

1
Introduction
The Council considers that the draft RSS does not adequately reflect the Regional Economic Strategy with regard to the economic importance of Chester and its position in policy.
2
Economic role of Chester within the region

Chester is recognised within the Regional Economic Strategy (2006) as playing a key economic role within the region. For example:

· The Strategy’s vision is for a: “A dynamic, sustainable international economy which competes on the basis of knowledge, advanced technology and an excellent quality of life for all where … Growth opportunities around Crewe, Chester, Warrington, Lancaster and Carlisle are fully developed”;

· Chester is identified as a successful area that “needs to be maintained for the benefit of the regional economy” and one that offers “opportunities on which to build, including the development of a critical mass of knowledge-based business”;
 and
· Chester Business Park is a Strategic Regional Site designated by the RES to “support knowledge-based growth, key sectors … and economic restructuring”.

Chester is also acknowledged as a key economic driver for the West Cheshire-North East Wales sub-region and Liverpool City Region: 

· Chester provides the sub-region with a “gilt-edged profile and image”. Chester’s combination of an attractive environment, concentration of highly skilled workers and financial and business services cluster means that it is identified as an important business and growth location;
 and

· The City is recognised within the Liverpool City Region as being at the heart of one of the most productive areas in the North of England – an established and balanced knowledge economy and important financial services sector.

The growth of Chester’s economy is forecast to continue. For example, Cheshire County Council’s Research and Intelligence Unit estimates an average annual increase of 280 jobs to 2015, using the Local Economy Growth Forecasting Model. 

3
Conclusion

Chester is recognised within RES as playing a key economic role within the region and this should be recognised in the Plan’s Settlement Hierarchy, and also within the suite of policies dealing with the Liverpool City Region.
4
Recommendations

The Council therefore recommends that the Panel: 

· Amends the Plan’s Settlement Hierarchy as set out in Statement 493/Matter 2C; and
· Amends Chapter 13 (Liverpool City Region) as set out in Statement 493/Matter 8.
� 	ECO14, page 3


� 	ECO14, Transformational Action 55


� 	ECO14, Transformational Action 80


� 	West Cheshire-North East Wales Sub Regional Study, Final Report, GVA Grimley (October 2004), paras 4.99-4.100


� 	Liverpool City Region – Transforming Our Economy, The Strategic Proposals (May 2005), page 8.





PAGE  
3

