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1D Overall Approach

(i) Does the draft RSS align with the Regional Economic Strategy, the Regional Housing Strategy and Regional Funding Allocation advice?

1. The HBF considers that this draft RSS document and the latest version of the Regional Economic Strategy (RES) 2006 are aligned with the aspiration of growing the North West economy in an attempt to close the £29 Billion north south divide. Both the RSS and RES should avoid focusing upon reducing sub-regional disparities, which may in fact increase the north-south wealth gap.

2. Reference to the RSS relationship in paragraph 3.7 needs to ensure that this RSS does not focus too much on issues of Low Demand. The Sustainable Communities Plan is more about creating mixed and balanced communities in all areas.

(ii) Does the draft RSS properly reflect the Northern Way and other relevant strategies?

1. With particular reference to paragraph 3.9, we would point out that the Northern Way documentation does not seek to position the significant proportion of all new housing into the city region areas just because they have been labelled so, and we are not sure this provides for a balanced approach. Not all forecast growth is in the core of the City Regions, and homes and jobs need to be located together. The Northern Way First Growth Strategy Report takes a more intelligence led approach to what is expected of RSS.  In paragraph 9.16 of that document, it states: 

“For each city region (and where appropriate for the region as a whole), the RSS should develop common principles across all three northern regions, the evidence and the proposals to:

· demonstrate how housing proposals are derived from city region’s economic prospects, along with migration and household formation forecasts.”

2. Further work is ongoing by the Northern Way team to devise a methodology that connects the location of new homes to match areas with a growing economy and to investigate ‘residential offer’ in the north. It may be helpful if the RSS could incorporate the findings of this continuing research where appropriate into later RSS documents.

3. In terms of action for sustainability, co-ordinated investments are required in housing, transport regeneration and economic development to create stable, sustainable urban communities – offering a wide range of homes for rent and for sale, in balanced, safe communities with good local schools, well served by existing transport.

(iii) Are the separate objectives of the Regional Transport Strategy appropriate and how do they link to the overall draft RSS objectives, spatial principles and the spatial framework?
1. The HBF has little to say regarding the Regional Transport Strategy per se. However, there are significant hotspots of traffic congestion within the region and it is therefore essential that development and growth should be provided for with adequate infrastructure to support it.

2. However, as stated in our original submission, we are concerned that success in achieving the growth strategy within the urban cores will be hampered by inadequate transport connections and severe congestion. The fact that long term growth is planned in the urban cores provides a great deal of certainty to infrastructure providers, and this growth should not be restricted on grounds of the full capacity of the existing transport networks being reached. If this happens flagship sites, which could act as a catalyst for the regeneration and economic growth of an area be prejudiced. It is important that the growth strategy for the region is not built around transport links.
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