Respondent Number 585

Matter 1D: Overall Approach


SUBMITTED DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST OF ENGLAND

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

STATEMENT BY THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

(i) Does the draft RSS align with the Regional Economic Strategy, the Regional Housing Strategy and Regional Funding Allocation advice?

We’ve previously said that we feel that RSS and its maximising economic growth stance is not aligned with RES because the RES takes the line of requiring sustainable economic development.  

(iii) Are the separate objectives of the Regional Transport Strategy appropriate and how do they link to the overall draft RSS objectives, spatial principles and the spatial framework?

As the separate objectives of RSS and RTS currently stand, they are not appropriate.  There are conflicts between the RTS objectives and the RSS ones.  The RTS objectives talk about supporting economic growth and competitiveness through essentially making it easier to move around by road (RTS objective 1 page 8 draft RSS) compared to RSS objectives (bullets 6 and 7) around reducing greenhouse gas emissions and transport networks supporting sustainable growth.

The spatial principles/spatial development framework (including the sub-regional policies) do not appear to have been considered in terms of the patterns of movement they would generate.  The impacts the spatial options in RSS will have on the RTS and on the wider strategic aims of reducing the need to travel and CO2 from the transport sector are not clear.  

Solution(s) we call for:
· RSS must have one set of objectives based around a vision which sets out how to delivery sustainable development by changing the way we travel and how we will achieve this.  

· The broader impacts of the spatial principles and spatial framework on transport and movement in the region should be considered and the most sustainable options adopted.  

The sustainability of the significant locations for employment growth should be considered in relation to their accessibility by non-car means (see our response to (3A (iii)).
