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Matter 1D: Overall Approach 
(i) Does the draft RSS align with the Regional Economic Strategy, the Regional Housing Strategy and the Regional Funding Allocation advice?
1
The Regional Economic Strategy (RES) is the rolling 20 year strategy to shape the future economic direction of the Northwest with a particular focus on activities in the three years 2006 to 2009.  The development of the RES is supposedly centred on the concept of achieving sustainable development and is of central importance to a range of other policies influencing, for example, housing, planning and transport policies via the Regional Housing, Spatial and Transport strategies.

2
The RES has without a doubt been influential in formulating the draft RSS policies but there remain some areas where there has not been total agreement such as the regionally significant sites.  This is expanded more in the submission on Matter 3A.

3
The plethora of advice and strategies relating to Regional Transport has been extremely confusing and somewhat counter-productive leading to very parochial attitudes to infrastructure provision within the region.  It has been very difficult for RSS to align with the RFA advice as the situation is changing on a regular basis.  The main arguments regarding transport are covered under Matter 5.
(ii) Does the draft RSS properly reflect the Northern Way and other relevant strategies?
4
Whilst the concept of the Northern Way is a brave and a unique collaboration between the three Northern Regional Development Agencies its impact on policy has been and will continue to be limited.  It should not be seen as the panacea for the north and it should focus on tackling issues that are important for the whole of the North those which cannot be tackled by one region alone.

5
Together with other relevant strategies it should help to guide pan regional spatial planning that will enable the North West to maximize its assets and help to provide the context for sustainable growth for the next twenty years.  There is however, a definite need for the RSS to reflect the adjoining regional spatial strategies and National Planning strategies for Wales and Scotland.  There is also greater scope for interpreting the principles of the European Spatial Development Perspective (ESDP) and reflecting these in the strategy for the region. 

(iii) Are the separate objectives of the Regional Transport Strategy appropriate and how do they link to the overall draft RSS objectives, spatial principles and the spatial framework?
6 The County Council broadly supports the RTS which provides a framework for transport in the region and generally reflects other RSS and RES priorities, although it is difficult to appreciate how the RTS functions as a whole.  The approach to identifying the policies comprising the RTS with a bus symbol is useful in integrating the transport elements with the wider spatial strategy.  However the scope of the RTS could be appreciated more easily if a list of those policies which make up the RTS was provided, possibly in an appendix to the document.  
7 Likewise, the RTS objectives/priorities listed on page 8 are not clearly identified and are easy to miss.  It is unclear why some policies have not been identified as forming part of the RTS, notably RDF1, RDF2 and RDF3 which set out the spatial framework and as such have clear implications for transport planning.  Stronger linkages should be made between the RTS (particularly those aspects relating to airports and highways) and those policies concerned with the protection of the environment.  This is discussed in more detail in Matter 5A.
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