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DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC, 2006/07

STATEMENT BY THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Matter 1: Vision, Objectives and Overall Approach

	Matter 1D: Overall Approach

	(i)
	Does the draft RSS align with the Regional Economic Strategy, the Regional Housing Strategy and the Regional Funding Allocation Advice

	1
	At a strategic level, the Agency considers the draft RSS to be well aligned with the Regional Economic Strategy (RES, Core Document ECO14). This has been achieved through close working relationships between the Agency and the Assembly throughout the RSS and RES review processes. 

	2
	Both the RSS and RES reviews were the subject of a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment carried out by the same consultants (Entec). These adopted a common SA framework. 

	3
	Work undertaken to inform the RES Review, including the scenarios of future economic growth, has helped to shape policies within draft RSS. The economic scenarios were an input to the NWRA’s studies of Regional Employment Land and North West Household Growth Estimates. The Agency and the Assembly jointly commissioned Pion’s assessment of market demand for casinos in the region, which has informed draft Policy W8 on Regional Casinos. The Agency has been represented on the Steering Groups for these studies.  Similarly the Assembly and GONW were represented on the Steering Group for the North West Ports Study, commissioned by NWDA
.

	4
	The Technical Appendix to the draft RSS identifies specific links between its policies and the Actions in the RES
. 

	5
	Both the RES and RSS look to take forward the three City-Regions advanced in the Northern Way. 

	6
	With respect to alignment between draft RSS and the Regional Housing Strategy (RHS), the vision of the RHS
 says:

“Our vision is a region working together to deliver a housing offer that will promote and sustain maximum economic growth within the region” (our emphasis)
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	7
	The RHS says that: “in increasing parts of the region….. demand now overstretches supply, pushing up prices to create severe problems of affordability. There is concern that without appropriate growth this displacement will weaken the sustainability of the region’s economy
.

	8
	As noted in our formal submission comments we are concerned that the overall level of housing in draft RSS does not sufficiently meet the RHS vision. This issue is dealt with in more detail in our written statements for Matters 1C(i), 4A(i) and Matters 7-10. 

	9
	In terms of alignment with the Regional Funding Allocation (RFA, Core Document ECO11) advice Tables 10.2b and c of draft RSS refer to schemes within the RFA Programme.  The Agency had a close working relationship with both the Assembly and GONW in setting out the transport priorities for the RFA using both regional and sub-regional policies as part of the methodology. 

	
	

	(ii)
	Does the draft RSS properly reflect the Northern Way and other relevant strategies?

	1
	The Northern Way Growth Strategy sets out how to bridge the £29 billion output gap between the North and the rest of the UK
.  The Northern Way Growth Strategy concluded that City Regions are driving the economic growth of the North and will continue to do so
. Policy RDF1 requires that plans and strategies “maximise the growth opportunities presented by the three city regions of Manchester, Liverpool and Central Lancashire…” 
.

	2
	The West Cheshire North East Wales Sub-Regional Strategy, was prepared by Hyder Consulting, in 2005. The Agency regards this document as a useful contribution to the policy process. It sets out the independent recommendations of the consultants.  In our view it is for draft RSS to draw on the consultant’s work in framing policy which can be tested within RSS.  We see the EIP as the appropriate mechanism for testing the sub-regional strategy’s conformity with RSS, rather than RSS’s conformity with the sub-regional study.  
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	3
	There are a number of other strategies emerging, often at a sub-regional level, for example, the Central Lancashire City Sub Regional Strategy and Vision for the Lake District National Park (2006-2030). The Agency feels it would be helpful if the Panel could make it clear that where such strategies relate to spatial planning issues, they must be taken forward in conformity with RSS. 

	
	

	 (iii)
	Are the separate objectives of the Regional Transport Strategy appropriate and how do they link to the overall draft RSS objectives, spatial principles and the spatial framework?

	1
	In its formal consultation response, the Agency suggested some amendments to the RTS objectives.  Subject to these revisions, the Agency considers that the objectives are appropriate and link adequately with the draft RSS objectives, spatial principles and the spatial framework.



� North West Ports Economic Trends and Land Use Study, October 2005, (SDL/NWDA/12)


� Submitted draft Regional Spatial Strategy for the North West of England – Technical Appendix – January 2006 (pages 12 – 14)


� The North West Regional Housing Strategy 2005, (HOU7 page 3)


� Op Cit, (page 14) 


� Moving Forward: The Northern Way, First Growth Strategy Report, (Core Document REG6 page 1).


� Op Cit, (page 66).


� Submitted draft Regional Spatial Strategy for the North West of England, (page 22). 
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