Copeland Borough Council



   RESPONDENT NO. 383

MATTER 1C: ASSUMPTIONS UNDERPINNING  DRAFT RSS

The Council supports the statement on this matter submitted by Cumbria County Council (715) with the addition of the following:

Question (i) 

1.
There is insufficient correspondence between RSS and current RES on the matter of regeneration needs in West Cumbria.  This is, in the Council’s view, part of an over-emphasis in the draft RSS on city regional issues.  RSS should exhibit greater sensitivity to the needs of all parts of the region so that they can contribute to and share the benefits of economic growth in the region. 

2.
The Council noted and welcomes reference to the problems of West Cumbria in para 2.7 of draft RSS which actually calls for major economic restructuring and improved communications.  Unfortunately this is not picked up in any of the policy treatments nor in the Introductory section:  The Key Issues/Challenges identified in 2.12 – 2.14 are about creating a more competitive region with greater social inclusiveness but the basis for this is specifically a concentration on the City Regions.  How disadvantaged parts of the region – e.g. West Cumbria or rural areas are to fare in these challenges is not referred to.  In part this reflects the city-region emphasis in the “Northern Way Growth Strategy” which northern RDAs have signed up to.  Nevertheless, at least the Northern Way highlights the nuclear industry in West Cumbria as an asset which has potential to assist the region’s overall growth rate.  This point is not really taken up by the RSS and should be.
3.
At the direction of the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry the West Cumbria Strategic Forum has commissioned are far-reaching piece of work which will be the blueprint for rebuilding West Cumbria’s post nuclear decommissioning economy.  This is the West Cumbria Spatial Masterplan (and the first consultation document is in the Panel’s Core Documents Library).  RSS needs to provide a policy basis which will assist implementation of the Masterplan (and thereby achieve “West Cumbria-proofing”) and in this regard  it would seem sensible to go back to the previous RSS treatment of West Cumbria as a “Priority Area for Regeneration” and for this to be identified as a key issue/challenge with strands of urban renaissance and rural regeneration woven through the various subject policies.  Their combined effect could then be more properly revisited in the sub-regional policy framework section for Cumbria and North Lancashire in Part 4 of draft RSS.
