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Wirral MBC



MATTER 1C


MATTER 1. VISION, OBJECTIVES AND OVERALL APPROACH

Matter 1C: Assumptions Underpinning the Draft RSS

(i)
Are the economic assumptions (including growth and activity rates) in draft RSS appropriate and achievable?

Wirral Borough Council supports the Merseyside response given to this Matter.  However, the Council is actively considering how the gap between GVA performance in the Borough and the UK can be reduced, in accordance with the objectives of the Northern Way and the Liverpool City Region Development Plan.  In 2003, Wirral was the third worst performing NUTS3 region on GVA per head of population, with a figure of £9,700 (UK £16,100, Merseyside £11,800).  The most positive economic forecasts should be used in RSS consistent with retaining population but increasing local employment and GVA.

Wirral is preparing an Enterprise Strategy, within its Investment Strategy, which addresses the need to increase the number of jobs within the Borough and thereby increase GVA per head.  Wirral strongly supports the focus of new development within East Wirral, maximising the opportunities for the linking of areas of economic need and land supply.

(ii)
Are the assumptions about population change in draft RSS appropriate?

Wirral Borough Council supports the Merseyside response given to this Matter.  However, there are significant issues arising from official population projections for Wirral.

The Nathaniel Lichfield forecasts prepared for the NWRA use the 2003-based ONS population projections, which propose an increase in Wirral’s population from 313,800 at 2003 to 320,100 at 2021 (20% increase, compared to a 1.24% decrease for Merseyside).  ONS Mid Year Estimates for 2004 and 2005 have maintained the Wirral population at 313,100.  Although Liverpool has experienced a population increase from 2003 (5,700 or 1.3%), other Merseyside Districts have declined, albeit modestly.

The 2003-based population projections were translated into housing requirements through the economic modelling carried out by Nathaniel Lichfield and factored against urban capacity.  Whilst forecasts are subject to variation and RSS should be kept under review, the need in Wirral to retain population and increase GVA, suggests that an increase in the housing requirement should be contemplated.

(iii)
Are the economic, population and other assumptions consistent between the regional and sub-regional policies in the draft RSS?

Wirral Borough Council does not wish to submit any additional response in relation to this Matter.










MATTER 1C/1D

(iv)
Are the national and regional constraints on development clearly articulated?  Are the development proposals consistent with Green Belt, flood risk policies and other constraints such as transport, water supply and sewerage infrastructure?

Wirral Borough Council does not wish to submit any additional response in relation to this Matter.
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