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1C Assumptions Underpinning the Draft RSS

(i) Are the economic assumptions (including growth and activity rates) in draft RSS appropriate and achievable?

1. The HBF considers the economic assumptions in the draft RSS are appropriate in the main and achievable. However, the high rate of regional economic growth already seen in the North West over the last three years has reversed population decline and has had a direct impact on the need for additional housing. The demand has not kept pace with need over the last few years because of certain restrictive practices. This is resulting in areas of high demand and need in the North West. If this lack of adequate housing provision is allowed to continue it will have a correlating negative impact on the regional economy as the residential offer fails to attract inward migration and investment and the RSS growth rate will not be achieved.

2. Whilst it is considered that the assumptions are largely appropriate, in view of the constantly changing economic climate this does not negate the requirement for a robust monitoring and management system to make the necessary responses to change.

(ii) Are the assumptions about population change in draft RSS appropriate?

1. The HBF considers the assumptions about population change are appropriate but that robust monitoring should continue. 

(iii) Are the economic, population and other assumptions consistent between the regional and sub-regional policies in the draft RSS?

1.
The HBF considers the assumptions are largely consistent between the regional and sub-regional policies but there are some inconsistencies. For example the policy of restraint in South Manchester/North East Cheshire is a sub-regional policy which inconsistent with the overall regional policy. 

(iv) Are the national and regional constraints on development clearly articulated? Are the development proposals consistent with Green Belt, flood risk policies and other constraints such as transport, water supply and sewerage infrastructure?

1.
The HBF considers the national and regional constraints on development fairly well articulated. The development proposals are consistent with Green Belt and flood risk policies and other constraints, such as transport, water supply and sewerage infrastructure. However, with regard to such matters as transport, water supply and sewerage infrastructure the success and deliverability of the RSS is in part dependent upon good transport connectivity within the region and between the neighbouring regions, adequate water supply and efficient and available sewerage infrastructure. 
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