DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY

FOR THE NORTH WEST

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

STATEMENT OF ALLERDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

(RESPONDANT NO: 392)

MATTERS 1B(i) AND 1D(ii)

“DOES THE DRAFT RSS SET OUT THE RIGHT 

UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES FOR SPATIAL PLANNING

IN THE REGION?”

“DOES THE DRAFT RSS PROPERLY REFLECT THE NORTHERN WAY AND OTHER RELEVANT STRATEGIES?”
1.
Paragraph 5.16 of the Draft RSS states:


“The spatial focus of the City Regions within the Plan emerges from the Northern Way …..”


The implications of this are of fundamental concern to Allerdale Borough Council.  The RSS acknowledges that nowhere in Cumbria is within a City Region.  The interaction between, and therefore, the economic inter-dependence of, Allerdale and the City Regions is virtually nil.  Therefore, the admission that RSS is influenced by a Strategy which excludes certain parts of the region is very worrying.
2.
As paragraph 3.8 of the Draft RSS intimates, The Northern Way was not conceived out of a National Spatial Strategy nor did it emerge from any of the northern RPG’s or RSS’s.  It emerged as an economic initiative from the 3 northern RDA’s, and as para. 3.8 states, it …”raises the question of what the North should do differently (my underlining) in order to significantly accelerate its economic growth rate”.

3.
This raises fundamental questions which the Draft RSS does not answer;

· Is the Draft RSS different from what it might have been if the Northern Way did not exist?

· If so, in what way?

· Does this include a shift in the fundamental spatial strategy in favour of the city-regions and to the detriment of the peripheral sub-regions?  ie. Has it affected issues such as the distribution of housing numbers, or the choice of Regional Towns and Cities, or the choice of Regional Investment Sites?

· If the Northern Way has had no effect, why is it referred to?

4.
The Draft RSS should spell out how the Northern Way has affected RSS and if this includes a shift in the spatial framework in favour of city regions and, in effect, “away” from the non-city sub-regions, this should be justified and laid open for debate.
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