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Matter 1B: Spatial Principles

	Question:

	(i)
	Does the draft RSS set out the right underlying principles for spatial planning in the region?


Generally RSS sets out the right underlying principles for spatial planning in the region but needs to be supplemented by a more comprehensive approach which considers the issues pertinent to the various areas of the region.  This includes the issues raised in answer to Matter 1A.

(Word Count for (i): 46)

	Question:

	(ii)
	Are the different elements of DP1 clearly stated, and how will they be monitored?


Policy DP1 provides the strategic principles required to guide the development of land in the region.  These are clearly expressed and allow for further interpretation at the local level.  However, to supplement the principles, DP1 could also refer to avoiding the loss of, or damage to, and where possible enhancing, important or distinctive conservation features.  This could be further elaborated in the supporting text to refer to examples such as landscapes, biodiversity, buildings, archaeological sites, historic parks and gardens and important areas of open space.  

In ensuring quality in development, reference could be made to siting, scale, use of materials and landscaping which respect and enhance, where possible, the distinctive character of townscape and landscape.

The Cumbria and Lake District Joint Structure Plan contains a policy similar to DP1 but is far more detailed.  It would be helpful if RSS policies (not only DP1) ensured that all the elements specified in Structure Plan policy ST3 were dealt with or provided sufficient detail to allow this further development in LDF policies without leaving a policy vacuum at the local level.

(Word count for 9ii): 179

	Question:

	(iii)
	Is the sequential approach in DP1 appropriate?


The sequential approach advocated in DP1 is similar to the approach taken in the Cumbria and Lake District Joint Structure Plan Policy ST3 and it is appropriate to maintain this approach in DP1.
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