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Matter 1B: Spatial Principles

(i) Does the draft RSS set out the right underlying principles for spatial planning in the region? 

1 The principles set out in the overview and Policy DP1 is welcomed but there is some concern that the plan focuses heavily on economic issues at the expense of community, the environment and climate change.  Climate change in particular presents the major challenge for all regions and addressing climate change must surely be an underlying principle.

2 As mentioned in our previous statement rather than setting out aspirational principles to work towards, there is an almost resigned tone accepted that some things are set in stone, such as the growth in car journeys.  Strong positive principles within the document will help meet the many different challenges faced by the region and set the framework for policies needed to achieve sustainable communities by 2021.

3 The County Council has already recognised the importance of the creation of sub-regions but is not convinced that the areas identified are functional and reflect inter and intra regional relationships.  This manifests itself particularly in relation to the ‘gaps’ and ‘overlaps’ how they fit within the overall spatial planning for the region.
(ii) Are the different elements of DP1 clearly stated, and how will they be monitored?

4 The different elements of DP1 are clear and minor comments regarding the clarity of the different elements have already been made by the County Council.  

5 With regard to the monitoring this is dealt with in more detail under Matter 11B, however, the County Council is concerned that without some mechanism for monitoring the effectiveness of the Regional Development Principles they just become superfluous good intentions.

(iii) Is the sequential approach in DP1 appropriate?

6
The County Council welcomes the sequential approach to making better use of land, buildings and infrastructure.  The need for a balanced portfolio approach to new development is paramount if we are to create true sustainable communities.  This means looking seriously at sustainable urban extensions and greater integration of land uses to avoid further mono use estates (housing and commercial) that are somewhat divorced from good public transport provision.  This will help to ensure that some of the problems we are experiencing now do not happen again.  It is crucial that this plan addresses the needs of good housing, economic growth and development combined and integrated with excellent public transport, key open space and community facilities to avoid creating bland new developments. 

EIP STATEMENT - DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST  

2

