Respondent number – 425

Matter 1A

MATTER 1A  OBJECTIVES

We are disappointed that no public health participant has been called on this matter.

HEALTH AS AN OBJECTIVE
Health does not even merit a chapter in the Technical Appendix, whereas Casinos have merited a full chapter.

The list of strategies that the RSS is meant to support does not include reference to important health strategies e.g. Investment for Health, Choosing health, Tacking Health Inequalities

We believe that the vision should explicitly refer to improved health (including a reduction in health inequalities) as being a key objective.
Health and quality of life should be a core principle of the RSS
OBJECTIVES THAT FURTHER HEALTH
1.  The development of high quality work and its availability to people living in areas of deprivation is an important public health objective.

2.  Public health goals in relation to transport are to 

· promote walking and cycling in order to

· reduce obesity and help prevent heart disease, osteoporosis and mental illness 

· reduce car use 

· to reduce car use in order to improve air quality and diminish the impact of traffic on local communities. We need to do this by

·  reducing the need to travel

· improving public transport 

· promoting walking and cycle

· introducing road charging 

· improve public transport networks so as to

· reduce car use

· diminish transport poverty by ensuring that those without access to a car can access things beneficial to health, from shopping for healthy food to the countryside to opportunities for social contact

· improve congestion (and hence diminish air pollution) through raising equilibrium congestion speed in accordance with Pigou’s Theorem 

· improve public transport for  disabled people

3.  Green environments that raise the human spirit and create areas of tranquillity are important for promoting walking and cycling and relieving stress. We will argue for green environments in relation to both the new industrial parks and in relation to housing developments. 

4.  Social networks are as important a determinant of health as affluence and so we need to create cohesive communities which will foster social interaction. 

5.  Sustainable drainage, energy efficiency, grey water systems and the planting/preservation of woodland all address environmental issues which have the potential to threaten human health. 

BALANCE BETWEEN SUSTAINABILITY AND OTHER OBJECTIVES 

The tone suggests that wider sustainability considerations are secondary to objectives of economic growth whereas the Government expects sustainable development to be delivered through regional strategies

According to PPS 11, a region’s sustainable development framework “is the high level statement of the region for achieving sustainable development and provides an essential part of the background against which all regional strategies are prepared.  It should be the starting point for developing an RSS”.  This requires a strengthening in the delivery of sustainable development in the English Regions and sustainability to underpin all high level strategies.
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