DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY

FOR THE NORTH WEST

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

STATEMENT OF ALLERDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

(RESPONDANT NO: 392)

MATTER 1A :
“ARE THE OVERALL VISION AND OBJECTIVES 

IN THE DRAFT RSS APPROPRIATE, AND DO THEY ADEQUATELY COVER THE CHARACTERISTICS 

AND ISSUES OF THE WHOLE REGION?”
1.
Allerdale Borough Council considers that the RSS “Vision for the North West by 2021” still does not give sufficient weight to the need for transformational development in Cumbria, particularly in those areas (which include substantial urban areas) such as West Cumbria and Furness.  No mention is made of the underlying structural economic problems of Cumbria which are unique within the North-West.
2.
Between 1995 and 2003 West Cumbria’s total Gross Value Added (GVA) grew by 18.6% compared with East Cumbria’s 27.1%.  In 2003 the average resident in West Cumbria generated 71% of the UK average GVA per head compared with 80% in East Cumbria.  Between 1995 and 2003 Regional GVA grew by 45.3% and UK GVA by 53.6%.  This was the third lowest GVA increase in Britain after the Orkney and Shetland Isles.

3.
These indicators are evidence of a unique local economic situation which is one of a high wage – low skill economy where unemployment is not an overriding issue.  This has been caused by the dominance of the Sellafield Nuclear Reprocessing Plant which has employed large numbers of unskilled/semi-skilled workers at a relatively high wage.  This has had 4 main effects:


(i)
A low enterprise, low skill culture.


(ii)
High levels of worklessness among young people.

(iii)
High levels of worklessness among women.


(iv)
Population outmigration.

4.
In addition to this, there is the continuing decline in traditional industries.  Only recently the Corus Rail Plant in Workington closed, marking the final departure of Iron and Steel products from Workington.

5.
Whilst the RSS Vision makes reference to “The renaissance of our major conurbations, traditional industrial towns and urban communities …..”, this is considered inadequate in the West Cumbrian context.

6.
It is suggested that the final paragraph of the Vision should make specific reference to every sub-region.  It already makes reference to Manchester, Liverpool and Central Lancashire, but should also make appropriate reference to the other sub-regions such as Cumbria.  The vision for Cumbria should be aspirational and transformational and preferably include a floor target to improve Cumbria GVA to the Regional average by 2021.
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