Copeland Borough Council



   RESPONDENT NO. 383

MATTER 1A: VISION AND OBJECTIVES

The Council supports the statement on this matter submitted by Cumbria County Council (715) with the addition of the following:

Question (i)

1.
The Council maintains its view that the RSS Vision does not adequately deal with West Cumbria’s pressing needs for regeneration.  
2.
The need to rebuild the local, post nuclear decommissioning economy has been accepted by central government and all regional/local partners within the West Cumbria Strategic Forum.  This was formed at the direction of the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry to focus efforts on the area’s regeneration in the face of a predicted 8,000 jobs loss at Sellafield by 2015.  It is feared that with multiplier effects this could rise to as many as 12,000 jobs having to be replaced in West Cumbria.  The partners have signed a formal Memorandum of Agreement requiring RSS and other policy documents at all levels to be “West Cumbria-proofed” in order to deliver transformational social and economic change in the sub-region over the next 15-20 years.   To assist this process it is recommended that the Panel consider designating West Cumbria as a “Priority Area for Regeneration” and for this to be identified as a key issue in the Vision with both urban and rural policy implications to the subject policies which follow and a fuller exposition as part of the Part 4 sub-regional treatment.
3.
There is also a need to align RSS with the product of current work on a West Cumbria Spatial Masterplan and the Panel is requested to make reference to this within an amended text.
