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1A Vision and Objectives

(i) Are the overall vision and objectives in the draft RSS appropriate and do they adequately cover the characteristics and issues of the whole region?

1. As set out in our original submission, HBF supports the RSS’s overall vision and the plan’s objectives. The HBF is supportive of the RSS and the approach taken towards facilitating the growth of the North West economy without further compromising its environment. We believe the vision and plan objectives outlined in ‘Our Vision for the North West by 2021…’, are appropriate for this region and welcome the collaborative approach taken by the Regional Assembly, Government Office and the North West Regional Development Agency in compiling the draft to sit alongside the Regional Economic Strategy and the Regional Housing Strategy. 

2. With regard to the Sub Regional Policy Frameworks, the HBF stated in our original submission that we welcome the breakdown of policy into three City Regions. The City Region concept is particularly important to the North West’s future economic growth and HBF is concerned that this concept is not sufficiently recognised within the plan’s objectives.

(ii) Does the draft RSS provide an appropriate, realisable and sustainable strategy for the region, having regard to national objectives / policy, key strategic issues and factors influencing change?
1. Sustainability in terms of planning is all about balancing social, economic and environmental factors, and this needs to be borne in mind when considering whether the framework will guide sustainable development. Social, economic and environmental factors frequently conflict – due to what people actually want and what the market wants – therefore getting the balance as equal as possible is difficult. On the whole, the HBF feel that a clearer balance has been struck between housing delivery, market forces and protecting the environment than the previous regional planning guidance.

2. A lot of detail with regards to sustainable development will be covered in Local Development Documents (LDD’s). It is very important that RSS remains strategic and doesn’t go into too much detail with overly prescriptive policies which should be dealt with in LDD’s. 

3. Long term strategic planning should be able to put in place strategies and visions for the future that are enduring yet responsive and flexible to change. RSS should be capable of responding to changing societal and environmental change without having to undergo fundamental reviews every five years. It should, therefore be possible to look ahead by 20 years from the date of adoption of a regional strategy in order to provide a strategic context for the more detailed plans of local development documents.

4. The RSS must be a balanced strategy, building on strengths of the region’s economy and assets while ensuring that under performing areas are given the opportunity to raise their game. This should be the over riding aim of the spatial strategy. Whether this will be achieved is key, with the delivery of the RSS being the biggest challenge. So, whilst the strategy seeks to deliver development in the most sustainable locations, it cannot control the delivery of development to the extent needed to guarantee it will occur in the most sustainable locations. Achieving a balance between social, economic and environmental factors will ensure that development occurs in sustainable locations. 

5. In overall terms the HBF believes that the vision, objectives and core approach are sustainable in its truest sense, in that they recognise and seek to balance economic, social and environmental tensions without placing unnecessary emphasis on any of the strands of sustainability.

6. RSS should provide a transparent strategy, with a clear long-term vision that is concise and strategic, to enable certainty and allow all other policies at local level to refer back to an overarching strategic framework. The RSS needs to be clear, straightforward and visionary, with a very clear focus on delivery.

7. Whilst the HBF supports many of the overarching principles and policies within the draft RSS we believe that the plan can only succeed if it is founded on a robust and up to date evidence base as required by Paragraph 32 (iii) of Planning Policy Statement 1 – Delivering Sustainable Development (PPS1).

  

8. The RSS should fully reflect the Government’s stated objectives in draft Planning Policy Statement (PPS3) on Housing - paragraph 1, in seeking to: 

· ‘Ensure that a wide choice of housing types is available, for both affordable and market housing, to meet the needs of all members of the community; 

· Deliver a better balance between housing demand and supply in every housing market; and 

· Create sustainable, inclusive, mixed communities in all areas. Developments should be attractive, safe and designed and built to a high quality. They should be located in areas with good access to jobs, key services and infrastructure.’
9. The draft PPS3, states at paragraph 7: 

‘In determining the region’s level of housing provision and it’s distribution, regional planning bodies should undertake a sustainability appraisal and take into account: 

(b) the Government’s latest published household projections and the needs of the regional economy, having regard to economic growth forecasts;’  

__________________________________________________________________________

HOME BUILDERS FEDERATION

1




