Lake District National Park Authority 

Respondent Number 573

Matter 1A: Vision and Objectives

	Question:

	(i)
	Are the overall vision and objectives in the draft RSS appropriate and do they adequately cover the characteristics and issues of the whole region?


The Lake District National Park Authority does not consider that the vision adequately covers the characteristics and issues of the whole region.  The Vision concentrates on the City Regions and urban issues.  It fails to adequately reflect the issues facing the National Park, and Cumbria as a whole.  

The vision needs to address the range of issues facing the National Park, which include the following.  An acutely distorted housing market in the National Park through competition for second homes and holiday homes, and in-migration, particularly of retirees, means that intervention is required to secure housing which will meet the identified needs of the area and provide affordable housing.  The economic base of the National Park must be widened to overcome the current high dependence on one or two key sectors and to improve the range and quality of employment opportunities and levels of income.  The range of problems facing the agricultural industry means that there is an urgent need to find ways to maintain the viability of farm businesses as a key aspect of rural life and the rural economy which underpin the spectacular landscape and contribute to the quality of life and to the economy, and to enable diversification where opportunities arise.  The difficulties rural communities face within the National Park include the need to maintain the availability of, and access to, the whole range of services and facilities, to housing, employment, and educational opportunities, to secure their futures as viable rural communities.  The poor provision of public transport in such a sparsely populated area leads to difficulties of accessing public transport and means that there will continue to be a high level of dependence on the private car for transport.  The majority of the National Park is classed as a sparse rural area, adding further difficulties to these issues.  The vision does not reflect the cultural values of the National Park or the rich archaeological and heritage qualities of the region and should be amended to include reference to these.

A Vision for the Lake District National Park has been agreed by the Lake District Partnership in May this year.  This aims to enable the Lake District National Park to be an inspirational example of sustainable development in action.  Through this it is intended to secure:

· A prosperous economy,

· World class visitor experiences,

· Vibrant communities, and

· A spectacular landscape, wildlife and cultural heritage.

This partnership consists of a wide range of partners, including Government Office North West, North West Regional Development Agency, Cumbria County Council and four District/Borough Councils.  All partners have endorsed the vision, individually and collectively.  Complementarity between the vision in RSS and the new vision for the Lake District National Park is needed to provide integration.  Appropriate linkages are required which can then be pursued through other plans and strategies.

The Lake District National Park Authority also endorses the statement made by Cumbria County Council (Respondent Number 715) on this matter.

(Word count for (i): 490)
	Question:

	(ii)
	Does the draft RSS provide an appropriate, realisable and sustainable strategy for the region, having regard to national objectives/policy, key strategic issues and factors influencing change?


As part of the statutory Development Plan, it is important that RSS understands and recognises the different social, economic and environmental characteristics within the National Park and in Cumbria as a whole and provides the strategic direction necessary to address these.

The Strategy is presented in a rather unbalanced way with more emphasis on development and economic issues and not adequately expressing or providing protection of environmental assets such as the Lake District National Park, the various AONBs, Heritage Coast, for example.  Without this expression, RSS does not adequately provide sufficient guidance or clarity for developers, service providers, etc in making investment decisions in the region.

The National Park Authority also endorses the statement made by Cumbria County Council (Respondent Number 715) on this matter.
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