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Matter 1A: Vision and Objectives
(i) Are the overall vision and objectives in the draft RSS appropriate and do they adequately cover the characteristics and issues of the whole region?
1
There are a number of concerns about the length and style of the vision.  A vision needs to have an immediate impact and attempt to provide inspiration and direction for the spatial policies that are to follow.  By way of example, a vision should be short concise followed by the more detailed text as illustrated in the submitted Vision, and it could say something like:

By 2021 we will see a prosperous and sustainable North West which realises a higher quality of life for all its citizens

2 The region is incredibly diverse and whilst this is adequately reflected in the draft RSS, the RSS needs to recognise the fact that the region is much more than just the City Regions and needs to more clearly reflect the delicate balance between the different needs and aspirations of each sub-region.  Without repeating points already made on the submitted RSS, there is an over emphasis on the economic characteristics and relatively little about the significance of the historical, cultural and natural assets of the region and their contribution to the region’s economy.  
3 This wordiness is repeated with the objectives and it is not clear that paragraph 4.2 sets out the objectives.  There is also an over dominance of the policies and priorities for transport.

(ii) Does the draft RSS provide an appropriate, realisable and sustainable strategy for the region, having regard to national objectives/policy, key strategic issues and factors influencing change?
4 The County Council supports the increased emphasis on sustainability, but there is still confusion in relation to the key towns and the draft RSS fails to recognise the true polycentric nature of the region and the role of the key towns within and outside the city regions.  The section on Key Issues and Challenges is fairly comprehensive and the County Council is pleased to see the reference to climate change and energy which are covered in more detail in Matter 6C.  However, the strategy is a bit ‘thin’ and needs to highlight more the issues surrounding quality of life, health, learning, and waste.

5 It is worth reiterating the point that this section relegates ‘dealing with waste’ to a cursory mention at the end although it is clearly alongside climate change and housing, probably the most pressing issue for the North West to tackle, although the main County Council’s comments are reserved for Matter 6B.  

6 There needs to be greater clarity about the role and definition of Manchester City Centre and the unique role of Crewe in the North West needs to be given further recognition in this RSS and not left to a future review.  There is no specific mention of the Regional Parks in the region and in particular the Mersey Waterfront and Weaver Valley Regional Park which will have a significant effect on the spatial planning for the region.
7 National spatial planning policy is of course dynamic and it is difficult to have regard to all, however, the draft RSS attempts to grasp the nettle but fails to take account of the emerging key strategic issues and factors influencing change.  The areas covered by this section do address the current main policy issues although as stated previously this is currently confusing as there is no contextual statement for all the strategies listed.  The section tends to jump from issue to issue and does not we believe take enough account of policy such as the European Spatial Development Perspective (ESDP).

8 Whether or not the Northern Way remains cogent policy concept is debatable but one thing that it clearly identifies is that the north of England is polycentric and envisages that the city regions are connected by excellent infrastructure.  This idealism is somewhat lost in the reality of Regional Transport Funding Allocation and prioritisation process and this is covered in more detail under Matter 5.  

9 What exactly an appropriate, realisable and sustainable strategy is can be debated ad nauseam.  Sustainability has many definitions but it is essentially about having our cake and eating it – economic growth, social inclusion and environmental protection.  Issues such as climate change and habitat loss are increasingly serious and are not adequately addressed in the strategy.  The strategy needs to highlight the need for greater integration both between sectors such as housing, education, transport and ecology and between national, regional, local and neighbourhood levels, in particular.  It needs to be more of an integrated strategy.
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