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DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC, 2006/07

STATEMENT BY THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Matter 1: Vision, Objectives and Overall Approach

	Matter 1A: Vision and Objectives

	(i)
	Are the overall vision and objectives in the draft RSS appropriate and do they adequately cover the characteristics and issues of the whole region?

	1
	The Agency has, in its formal consultation response, suggested some minor amendments to the Vision set out on page 2 of draft RSS
. Subject to these revisions, the Agency considers that this provides a helpful overview of the region and the main issues it faces.

	2
	As set out in our formal consultation response, the Agency welcomes and strongly supports the first objective regarding sustainable economic growth and closing the gap in the region’s economic performance. We have suggested that an additional objective be included regarding the retention and attraction of skilled and talented people.  This is fundamental to the region’s future and has an importance resonance for housing policy.

	3
	We have suggested some detailed revisions to improve the clarity of the transport objectives set out on page 8 of draft RSS. We consider transport objective 8 to be inappropriate as it would require (statutory) RSS to contribute to the aims and objectives of the non-statutory and untested Regional Freight Strategy (RFS, Core Document TRA14). The RFS was prepared to inform the partial review of RSS in 2004; it would therefore be more appropriate for RSS to set out clear and specific objectives for freight, rather than referring back to the RFS.  
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	(ii)
	Does the draft RSS provide an appropriate, realisable and sustainable strategy for the region, having particular regard to national objectives/policy, key strategic issues and factors influencing change?

	1
	From the Agency’s perspective the draft RSS is generally well aligned with the Regional Economic Strategy (RES, Core Document ECO14). We broadly support the RSS policies for the economy. They carry forward effectively the Government’s Public Service Agreement Target 2 which we discuss further in our response to Matter 1C(i).  

	2
	However, the Agency does have concerns about some elements of the RSS policies, including housing and transport.  We believe that some of these policies need amendment to bring them into alignment both with the RES, and with the objectives and vision of the RSS itself.  We consider these issues further especially in our responses to Matter 4 and Matter 5.


� Our comments propose changes to the final paragraph on page 2. This should have referred to the penultimate paragraph. 
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